
 

 

 
OXYGEN SAFETY PRECAUTIONS 

 
 

1. Follow a ll manufacturer’s instructions in operating and mainta ining oxygen pumps to fill 
cylinders.  Ensure that operators are tra ined and are aware o f safe hand ling procedures per-
ta ining to oxygen systems. 

 
2. Ensure that re- filling sta tions and maintenance areas a re in a locked, a ir-cond itioned room 

that is c lean and free o f d irt, o ils, and grease.  There should a lso be signs posted stating, 
“OXYGEN, NO SMOKING, NO OPEN FLAM ES ”. 

 
3. Filling opera tions should never be conducted a lone.  A second person and a portab le fire 

extinguisher should be immed iate ly availab le during the filling p rocess. 
 
4. All oxygen va lves should be opened slowly to prevent the oxygen from heating and the 

va lves should be positioned away from the opera tor. 
 
5. The c leanliness o f oxygen systems is critica l for the ir safe operation.  S mall combustib le 

partic les and o ils could provide a fue l source for a fire and exp losion if they enter a com-
pressed oxygen system..  Reference:  Compress Gas Assoc iation (CGA) pamphlet.  All 
components and materia ls used in the system must be suitab le fo r oxygen service. 

 
6. Designate spec ia l too ls.  C lean them, store them, and label them “US E WITH O XYGEN 

EQUIPM ENT ONLY”. 
 
7. Always wear c lean, dry, lint free gloves when work ing on oxygen hardware.  This will p re-

vent the o il from your hands from entering the oxygen system. 
 
8. Keep dust covers over any unused inle t or outlet po rt to prevent any fore ign materia l from 

entering the oxygen system. 
 
9.  Frequently check lines and va lves fo r corrosion.  Rep lace as needed.    


